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Early-middle Holocene climatic and environmental changes in the Nile delta and implica-
tions for early agriculture
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Abstract: A detailed reconstruction of the past vegetation and human occupation at the site " Kom El-Khilgan" , northeastern Nile
delta, was operated in the light of a 1.5 m sediment profile KH1 taken at the site. Lithology analyses coupled with grain size and ra-
diocarbon dating results revealed that the early Holocene strata( 150100 cm) consist of fluvial turtle-beds, and the middle Hol-
ocene strata (100—27 cm) generally composed of delta sediments, and the overlying strata was topsoil. The site contained the infor-
mation of Pre-dynasty to Old Kingdom epoch (6500-4200 cal a BP) of the ancient Egyptian civilization. Pollen and spore analysis
indicated; 1) from 8000 to 4000 cal a BP, the climate changed from wet to moderate and then much drier; 2) in response, the
early swampy wetlands of the site area became dry grassland, which provided the ancient foragers habitable and arable land for the
early agriculture; 3) evidences from >35 pm Poaceae, pottery fragments and mirocharcoals in the site profile indicated that agri-
cultural activity occurred about 6500 years ago at the site and was not disrupted till 4000 cal a BP. All these above suggest that the
Nile delta transformed from non-habitable swamp into an agricultural center. The result of this paper sheds light on the further study
of the ancient agricultural adaptation to the environment change in the Nile delta.
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PRAR NSO S AR TS LI R A OGN 3. #5424 12000 a B, 78 4 BRI B8 IR 1 1 il =2 sk b
TS5, T ATRIIE IR 7, B 1] = A T 50 X, TR BA A Bk A 3 , DT 1 A3 4 2SI AL B 42
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TR % SRR KA SEB S TR, = f A T 30 h B e S0 PR A 0 R R, T
ARSI 2 2 A BR B3 L A A I 2R it T AR s e
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SEHTFIE T FRS T LT T B SE , (EE R W R S04 3 3 S ERBE A 2 e 227
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Kom El-Khilgan( KHI ) jzthl: (30°54.6'N,31°56.7'E) fi, FJ& B = MM ZR A6 # (B 1), J& F S8 4 i v
TR, /DT 3 AERE K HOA 100~200 mm, i B EBEREL T F5 7.8 A FHSIEL N 30C,
i ] 3k 48°C ZiAy , A R H AE 5~ 10°C 22 ] H Al it hb skt 26 14 2 280 T80 = £ i 1X LAl e g A1
7 A i R AR B T R R 5 S B b R P A B B 2 S . 2 BT i X LA
R T B8 M R AR AR 3, AR — Se by W T A R e R A VR 3, rh i 28 AR T AT I By
FEwH X, AR FOHEA BN 1

1& Kom El-Khilgan 10 km JZF 4, BLE & B 17 4§ F 80—t F = 30 59 38 411k (29 6500 — 4000 cal a
BP) (). geAh, k E S B A I K B TR e Ve A St A i NS, nT LAk 9 F # 5 6000 a R,
1 Kom EI-Khilgan i 2 J& %8107 = #1352 B SCUIRE R fie vy gt bk —

4~y Kom El-Khilgan 22—~ F-195% o5 Mo F A2 8600 m*, i AL L FE2 1 em/m, ] 14T
INBRBEHB R B A 2 DR T K2 KA, 7 B S e 2 AT g

2 AR IEFEE KR

2014 4 3 JI £ Kom El-Khilgan Jk 700 1.5 m K B0, 46 HAr 4 KHL (F 1), BL5 60 i
HEAT SRR A PER . TR 27 om A TR, el EPEAS S 150~27 om BN 4 B4 1 BE( T 1150~
100 em) 8 PR, 4 2 PR ;55 2 B T 2100~ 70 om) Hy 5k 35 25 K €0 b5 565 3 B (T :70~38 m)
MR IR 55 4 B (IV :38~27 om) Wy HAR @AM, L 3 BE WM B H | SO o o
B8 00 (1 2) . ST SRRERE , i T BT OO0 27 em S A T, SRR s TR E 80~27 om B, 204 3
om B TRE, BT 20 ARER  FEVRIE 100~ 80 em 2 FI4EHG 5 cm TR, J03 4 AVBESh ; 251 EHE 150~ 100
em AL | AEE G, EHHRRI 25 e PR T URUIRLE RURURS S BT, 73 73,52 1 27 em Jb Pk 3 A7
HURIRRE AT C AFACE 5007 (1 2)
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Fig.1 Sketch map of the study area and the location of KH1 site

(modified after Butzer et al ' %) and Tronchere et al™")

2.1 fRES

X KH1 FI TSR 1 438 25 ANRE ST T DU R 0, B RE RV I 0.5 g 2247, SE A 10% i H 4k
PR S BRARIRER , A 10% 33 S Ak S R BRA LY , B I A 2tk Bk 22 k. 55 W 0.5 mol/L 1) /X 1R
Tl , BT R R D 10 min (R 5 784350 8U5 EHLIRK. B A AXES 4 Beckman 5% 4 13 23 BT 41X
(LS13320) , AT A 0.04~2000 wm , a8 T FE 76 56 2R I i K4 0n] T I 50 0 s S 96 & 58 .

2.2 MBS

X KH1 H]TH 100~27 em #-50RAEW) 24 AFEGFRE , BN TEL 10 g 2247 AT IR 204, FE AT Ab 28
KA Faegri 22 fydRifEAb B,

TR AL 3 ) L RN < S i AR (15% ) RBRORFRER I A ZURAR (40% ) KBRAERREL. Kl 4
FEfE LT 10 wm B AR 7 7%, WEE KT 10 wm (R B W E T H il P AR 77, BRI Se it & 2 0k
£ 300 .

LA S5 SR T T2 JE £200 T2 W SMUBEHEAT , R ARG ECR 400 %, A BORE 35 ZEAE 1000 AP B T HEA T %
TE. RS S IR IA R T A 1 BRI AN G A4 B , 9 225 v BRORN 408 30 i IXC ) 5080 T2 LA B s = E i
FIAER L BRI, RARHER FL#2>35 wm, H i & FLAYFUIE L A S M eE B gk Al 248
Wy, 0T LUH T8 s AETH S s . AR SO0 >35 wm I ARAEE ( Poaceae ) FUKY Bl HEA T4

SRR IR R A TR B SR U , 7 I 40 A8545 T R U BURLTHEI0R G 1T i S8 i, JFAR M ey
FAFELF-H5 550 it JE TR Ik

GC =G-L/(1-V) (D
A, GC MR (1 R e FE (grains/g) 5 G AR 8 BURI 4R ( grains ) , 25T 2238 AP (14 4358 0w 8 19 50
PR L RSN INA AT B E (27637 15/ R 51 RSB A A E V AR E & (g).
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2.3 ERHH

KHI i 27 .52 F1 73 em AbEAHLTIRRE S AMS ™ C IAEMRRE SR IGA BLER ™, IR H] 5568 a,
TE VU2 PN AS T P 2B SRR ™ C AR I OxCald.3 504, 6% IntCall3 K IE R 64y B D4R (K
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Fig.2 Sediment profile of KH1

R 1 KH1 FIH ORI IE 28 % (AMS™C) 4R 45 5
Tab.1 AMS"C dating results of profile KH1

S i 5 FEfS VREE/m WA A4 R “C 4]y /a BP R IEAE M 20/ cal a BP
XA14412 KH1-1 0.27 HHUFR 3796+27 418696
XA14413 KH1-11 0.52 HHUR 4550+27 5188+131

XA14414 KHI1-18 0.73 HHLER 5759+30 6567+84




Hadeer Sheashaa % : & % 7 = 4 il F— P A3t A4 — 3035 B AL T80 R &R 6% 861

3 MiXER

3.1 FURRYIRL B E

KHT FJH T #8 LA (150~70 em) =%y g (R R B (4 b 4L, 7 28042 S 350 ~250 wm, E#AF( I
FIV :70~27 em) FZHEFAHKAMESLH DL, FHIRAZ S 200~ 100 wm, HE RS AL (B 2). REE
KHI B ARAREE R (&1 2 Fig 1), 5L # 73 em (100~ 27 em) B4R FL—rp 427 (8000 — 4000 cal a
BP) , 588 TR 2 4000 a, w5 1 3 KT Eill—dy FE R (6500— 4131 cal a BP). FIHEHR A B 4 Hhab)2
(150~100 em) , FAAPERRE S 2 B0 = MR B A i (i 27 w0 0 oAy 4 T 3 AR AR
3.2 KH1 Bl EAMBASH

KHT F iS4 43 ASEHE 7R 2880, o URUARTE R |5 4 X5 L34 CP X & 8 AE 70% LA 1), RAAE
B E R, B A 30% . FAER LIRAHEL (Poaceae) i 2%, RAIERY W LIKEJE ( Ficus sp.) FIHIJE
(Salix sp.) 3. MIBIERTIRIR  SARFFINGE B R B, A4 58 IR 47 W LAR 6 28 BB A (95
HR}( Cyperaceae) \WEZER} ( Nymphaeceae ) \ 5 1 £ ( Typhaceae ) %) ; J& 2 ¥l i J& #h ( 7K Je B B ( Polypodi-
aceae) [ TEAZF) (Araucariacea) B I HAF} ( Podocarpaceae ) ) BB P AR (W FRF) (Linaceae ) \A5F} (As-
teraceae ) \ZE R}/ A} ( Chenopodiaceae/ Amaranthaceae ) 5% ) ; fif T AR A (M@ A5 J@ 45 ) ; = 4% 46 (Trilete
spores) FI AT S /R IEF (CRAFL) AP 4K T 35 pm BYRAEL (K 3). i@k CONISS #RA:XT flf B
o S AR AT A R BRI KA ISR 40 3 AR A (] 3).
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Fig.3 Pollen diagram of the profile KH1

B G 1 (100~77 cm,8000— 6700 cal a BP) : Bl FA (5 H A  BEAER A HRHF) iz dp 4l
BRI R ZHL, R ik 35% . ARASBIHUK AR, BRI 15% R B> 35 pum RAE}; 2 300
BEFIFG EEAZ R 8 EGIAR N AT 15% 5 B 1 AR CIEIRREBE 3G BE A ZERL/ SRR ) R T AAS & L 7E 5% ~
10% Z (8], {5 W = 4E 011, )2 R0 8 H B AE 10000 /g AR, Ak THARKF-

BTG I (77~52 cm,6700— 5200 cal a BP) : F-{ REAS (P F R | A RL A il BHAE ) A0 R i ook
D, A 17% . BT EAR CIERRRE SG R RZERL BB A5 ) W R8I, el ik 40% Zefh. ARAR G H T
25% , Herfr>35 pm RAFE 70 em FHUR R BUFRFSERG AN, FOBIHEIT 10% . T ARA R = 4460 7o 22 BRI
Eag P AR LG TR 6% KR 12% i, 48T Iy 1% REIE K2 5% e . Mt
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BB DUNEE BOK S B B RIS . 22 e T8 e 5 55 22w R 3, - 353k 5 2424 30000 i/ .

FURYH A T (52~27 em,5200— 4200 cal a BP) : AVSRER} B S Rh 05 T AN 2R A0 BB B AR 0t — 20
D HAN 8% ZE A, BT RA (WRRE B RMNZERL MR ) I ERFAE 30% ~ 35% M4 g LBl AR AR
T A0% i Aq, Hi>35 um BRARBMEGINZE 25% Ze 47 . Wit AR FD = 48 fil 4k SE3n, BT o L B2k 15% i
8%. SULAHIL , BIVEAZEE B DUARE A BOK B B BHI A Ee0si b, NI 9% Zo 45 2 D00 B e B 3 22 i
IR BE By 38 n, P34 (835 i 28 150000 51/ g.

4 Wt 5%iE

ARARE T A SR ASAO 5 3, HA>35 um RAFRH I BUER 5 A YA %, HRTC 255 1
BRI B ROR CIERRRE SGRHAEERL SRS ) Bl % T R EREE ; ATSHOR) B SR A R 0 B
RIS R 415 75 B 10 B 858 5 Tt AR A (M s R RS i 45 ) R = B At 1 A 1 415 s 4 O 5 A
FES2 B AR R EAZRE LA R KT B R 2 UL T S8 0 T e X, 6 S8 2 ] = A e DX A L 4
HIELL L 3 2000 EEE KRN RS F A X DR SR R e S IREE. A, nT LA
FHERR R AN A AER 9 22/ S ey 3 38 ) A2 4 5 FUHIR AR (JUHGZ > 35 wm BRARE) FI5JH
AR oK B e KHT 38k s id 25 B9 A ST S O
4.1 &R REE

TER—r 43 il 8000 — 6700 cal a BP JIA] (& 2 135 1) , WF5E X R LAB AR Y o F (it 70% ) , K
AR LT (8 3) . BT HA CERRRE SGRHRIZERL DR ) (12.3% ) (i T AAS (A0 A Bl 5 I 45 )
(5.2% ) A =484 (1.2% ) S AR/INIT HUAB], D 4 it fee IR (18T 3 ), 3R BT e ik 1y 309 Aok i iz 3500, X oz
“JEPEIE Y ( Africa Humid Period ,10000—4500 cal a BP) ™™ (i RUIE Be. Kot i Je 2 1 5 OK e R 7

TEAZ RN Z DU RL) B AL (27.6% ) F2 B Je %

2 RPN WAFR BT S Z W ROIROL iR e, 3 5 0 B T = W 1 R T

Tab.2 Historical chronology of Egypt and the AR — Y KHL 3khk 32 320 J2 2 ] 14 52 1
vegetation cover of the research area L SE LR P 2 R AR (TR R

BB Ji s gt B [A] kel MR A AL ) (30.3% ), R ik 1 58 KAk T
M VA EERR T (B 3 RNER 2) , BB st bl X 2

f LMY 4636— 4131 cal a BP Ty YRR 4
FLTEIR  5150— 4636 cal a BP THifa MEIKZMPRER, E B THARNE

i8I 6500—5150 cal a BP  Frjsteifgesg  AE. FIBSUFRRKORARE & 510 8 Wk A F
PRI 8000— 6500 cal a BP TR SRR, HARHE>35 pm (R AE (]
3) IR Tz B 1 A A RIS S B 42

4.2 BT EHME SR 5 RRWE S T

BT R4t 6700 — 5200 cal a BP W1 ([ 2 f1 1), B A& B T 8 A (26.7%) L1l T 5 A
(12.4% ) A =46 30 T (5.9% ) RIS W T TF i+ (8 3) . Je B I A 464 (14.7% ) Al
BB EAR (15.3% ) KR (18] 3) |, e 18 %3] b ek i 2> KHI 3831k (6 78 7% 1 g 2+, P E0hok
022 1) o Y A T , 2 T 24500 4 T 7 300 15 02 98308 9 1 0 R 008 5 08 , R IXC g S A 1
FI) V7 955 P 5 78 Sy AR Y N0 e o R (36 2) . R R A RHE &Y 21.6% ,>35 pm Y RA
RIHERE 424 6500 a B UCH L, HHRiha i, M 280 A LT 5>35 wm BORARHF A5 th B, IW0s s vik B2 i A
W RN (B 3) . BRI IE ] T e RTERE S 6500 a Z2A7 TFUARE S = M SF 50, JT 44 T B3 Al L T B
T, BT T AR TE B HE | T E IS0 (6500— 5150 cal a BP) (3EA: % JE 245 T S0
43 REFH—HITEMY - SRETHSRHERLENHXR

F] 5200— 4200 cal a BP Hja] (& 2 f1 1) , T2 A(26.3% ) it TAA(17.7% ) 1 = 2 H3F ( 8.06% )
i 5 e (P 3) , S e TR X B Atk — 25 T A5 B 50 25 W 7 3 YR I B0 225 o s, S s 1,
JE BRI, Z KR A 55 0 ik A ST I IR R AR W A B R (7.8% ) 1B B I R AE B
(8.1% ) E— /b b AR (P& 3) , e KHI 38thE X 52 & %900 B9 56 0 22 900055 . T 300 10— 25
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A ARR R (A 1)

BEH TR I — 2P D ORI ZZ 1) + M 7E 5200— 4200 cal a BP (0]t 5%, 13X ity R S SCWA ) % Jie
PR TR EREE. ARAKEE(1h 21.6% 1 2 36.49% ) A1 I BRI A (P 3) , R 1% R S 7
KHI g5 hk X5 2T e, I HLam k.

B R = AN A T ROR R — AU SR IS = A B I ARG A 49 . e 0 i R0
SRR S WP X2 PKIZ R, i A BRI A 2 S J i s, I 09 Rt 3 s i 5 5
11724 BEAHT E @I (6500— 5150 cal a BP) , “TAGARXT AN, 1R BR85 1) 55 ) 55 RS I8, At m R AT £
Mo B A TG B TR BB K R, B BT TR IR — 2 el 32 ) e ) A BORBZ2 1Y
A A S EE] (5150 — 4131 cal a BP) Higg, X triR S SCH i A REFRAIE T S (Il 31055

HI M A, JE 2 DAL i AT R LA e 2 1 1 8k K T 3B RT RE R B 8 AT 247 9k 1) = A P i, DA T ok A2
Yt A AR A AN U AT FI PR A EE A I 2 e B = A AR ST IR B U T R IR A
PSSO A RT RE S P TSI Sl LB RIS B2 F 1 2 R
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