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Fig.1 Hydrophyte types before two decades in Napahai wetland
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r’=—0.9390 r’=-0.8571 r*=-0.8397  r*=-0.8397.
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Fig.3 Available nutrients under human disturbances
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The Ecological Environment Degradation and Degradation
Mechanism of Napahai Karst Wetland
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Abstract

Based on in-situ technique of locating experiment site, a two—year study on the degrada-
tion of Napahai Karst wetland, northwestern Yunnan Plateau was carried out. The results
show that there are significantly ecological environment deteriorations that are destroying the
wetland. Those deteriorations include wetland shrinking, type of marsh alternation, aridity and
sandification, retrogressive ecological succession, mesophytes and xerophytes instead of helo-
phytes, biodiversity decline, soil subsidence, water quality decline and soil enzymes activities
changes. The causes of natural water drainage from limestone geological structure and human
interferences like over pasture, wetland reclamation and cultivation are discussed, among which
the human interferences are the main driving factor that degrade the ecological environment
of Napahai Karst wetland.

Keywords: Napahai Karst wetland; Southwestern Yunnan Plateau; human disturbance,;eco-

logical environment degradation; degradation driving mechanism



