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Lake Evolution of Jianghan Plain: A Case Study ef the Hebosuo
Reduction & Emergence in the Ming Dynasty

YIN Lingling
{ Historical Geography Instiiute of Fudan University, Shanghai 300433, P R. China)

Abstract

There were many medium and small-sized lakes in the early Ming dynasty, which were
linked each other by many deep or shallow canals in Jianghan plain. Along with the economic de-
velopment, population growth, protective embankments in lakeside areas mushrooming and
booming, there broke out more and more inundation after Chenghua(1465 — 1487). From the
last phase of Zhengde (1506 — 1521) to early stage of Wanli {1573 ~ 1620), many medivm-sized
and small-sized lakes had been silting-up from the Yangtze River and Hanshui River. The spatial-
remporal distribution of the lake evolution were different duo to the following rezsons: Mlire and
sand from Hanshii River were deposited from the upper reaches to the lower reaches, while those
from the Yangtze River were firstly silted up from the upper reaches o the lower reaches, then
deposited back to the upper reaches. We can see this evolving trend clearly from the reducing and

merging process of Hebosuo, an organization for levying piscatorial taxes.

Key Words Jianghan plain, lake evolution, Hebosua, reduction



