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1999 Catastrophic Flood in Taihn Basin
and the Consideration for Taihu Flood Contirol Planning

WU Tailai
{ Tuiky Basin Authority, Ministry of Wazer Rewsurces, Shanghat 200434, P. R, China}

Abstract

The monsoon-raining season in the Taihu Basin, started on June 7, 1999, lasted for 43 days.
Estimates revealed that the total average rainfall reached §70mm, which was 3 times higher as
compared with normal years and closely and/or more rated at a return period of 1 in 100 years,
Comparing with the flooding in 1954 and 1991, the rainfalls of 7-day, 15-day, 30-day, 45-day,
60-dav and 90-day in 1999 exceeded the historical values ever recorded. The rainfall was unevenly
distributed, being heavier in south than in north of the Basin, 1. e, the preciptiations in districts
of West Zhejiang Province, Taihu Lake, Hangitahu Lake, Pudong and Puxi{Shanghai) were ob-
viously larger than of that of other districts. The highest water level in Taihu Lake reached
5.08m a. 5.1, 0. 29m up to the historic 4. 79m ever recorded during the 1991 flood. The 1999
catastrophic flood had brought a loss of 131 % 10¥ RMB to the basin economy. It impels us to re-
examine the regulation of the water conservancy project, as well as the relation berween flood stor-
age and discharge, food control in overall basin and flood discharge in each district. Moreover,
some suggestions on the ressonzble management of key projects in the basin, and the amendmenis

of flood control planning in the 21 century are pin forward.
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