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“YELLOW WATER” IN EAST TAIHU LAKE CAUSED BY
ZIZANIA LATIFOLIA AND ITS PREVENTION

Li Wenchao

( Nanpeg Inirovee of Geography is Limaedegy . Chinese Avademny wf Scepces. Nanpng 21000%5)

Abstract

In the period from 1992 to 1993, field surveys were carried put in East Taihu Lake on
rhe distribution. productivity and harvest of emerged macraphyte Zizanie lutifolia. A1 the
sarne time.the sediment in the distributing zone of the plant was sampled ac 13 point.. the
depch of saft mud was measured and the sediment samples of differet depth were analyzed o
the conrents aof nitrogen, phosphorous and organic carbon. Experimental study was
puceeded 10 reveal the decaying process of the plant material and its pellution to the water.

About 33, 17km’ of the lake surface of East Taihu Lake was covered by an emerged plant
speetes Aizanie futifoira, 1ts net productivity was 127 600 1/ {fresh weight). Only 4, 74 of
the product was harvested and 115 204t of the prodncet was teft in the lake. Tr added 1 77dg
div plant materiel to every sguare meter of lake hottom. In the beginnurg of next summer
when the water temperature went up. the remained plant materiet fell mto decay and caused
serious secondarv-pellution 1o the lake warer. forming “Yellow Water”, After one year's
decaving. large amount of the indecomposable vascular skeleton of Zizawia futsfolre was left
and became the component of the sediment,

Litensive harvest of Zivaniu futifofic may. to a certain extent. resist “Yellow Warer™ m

the lake. but the best measure is to replace it with submerged plant.
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