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Frg. 1 Distribution of Neolithic culture sites in Yangcheng Lake area
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES OF YANGCHENG LAKE AREA
AND LAKE GROUP FORMATION IN VIEW OF ANCIENT
CULTURE SITES

Ni Hua Ji Lei
( Labr Sedenentatem and Environment Lab. « Nan g Tustitete of Geography und Limmolog yCAS Naning 210008)

Abstract

Yangcheng Lake Group is composed of Yangcheng Lake and its surrounding smaller lakes
such as Kuncheng I.ake,Shengze I.ake and Kuilei Lake ete. , making up dish-like Yangcheng
Iake depression topographically. In the paper the environmental changes of the lake area during
Neolithic Age and the formation of the lake group are analyzed through the study on the spatial
and temporal geographic distribution of the Neolithic sites as well as the depositional features and
animal and plant remains in the strata where the relics exist.

The study manifests that Majiabang Culture sites of early Neolithic Age are distributed on
mound land or hill foot, showing that the ancients settled mostly on higher land. The phe-
nomenon as well as the pollen assemblages and animal remnants in the relic strata indicated a
warmer and wetler climate and broader water area. In Songze Culture Period of middle Neolithic
Age the mtensively {luctuated climate, {requently changed water area exerted a negative effect on
the ancients’ living and development. Songze sites reduced and distributed only in thg area of
Majiabang sites. Durmg Liangzhu Culture Period of late Neolithic Age the climate got dryer and
cooler.the land area got broader and the cuiture sites increased sharply and filed up the space be-
vond Majiabang and Songze sites. However, an extensive water transgression in the end of
Liangzhu Age broke violently the ancient culture and stop the culiure development which would
cnter the historical civilization.

Yangcheng Lake together with the surrounding lakes is formed gradually on the basis of the
river course during Song Dynasty resulting from the increased water body. disordered water sys-

tem. blocked river and the overflowed {locd.
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