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Fig. 1 Change of frequency (number of times per hundred ycars) of heavy flood

and waterlogging damages in the Huaihe River Basin during the last 2000 years
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ON CHANGE OF GEOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENT
AND FLOOD DAMAGE ALONG THE
HUATHE RIVER BASIN DURING THE LAST 2000 YEARS
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(Department of Geo and Ocran Scimce, Nonjing Uaivereiy, Nanjing 210093)
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(Lake S>danent and Environment Laboratory, Nanjmg Institute of Gevgraphy and Limnology,
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Abstract

338 times of heavy flood and waterlogging catastrophes happened in the Huaihe River
Basin from 185 B.C. to A.D. 1982. These events were relevant to the changes of geographic
environment in that region, one of the important factors was the forming of a man-made lake
located at the end of the middle course of the Huaihe River. Hongze Lake was formed first in
the Han Dynasty in about A.D. 200 in order to prevent the plain of the central part of Jiangsu
Province from the encroachments by Huaihe River flood. And since then, the water level in
the lake and the height of the lake bottom have risen constantly, which have led to the
development of the headward accumulation and the meander bend in the lower reaches of the
middle course of the Huaihe River. Hence, many flooding catastrophes took place along the

middle course of the Huaihe River during the last 2000 years.

Key Words Hongze Lake, headward accumulation, middle course of the Huaihe River,

flood catastrophe



