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Fig.1 Location of the Neolithic sites in Taihu Lake Catchment
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Tab.1 The layer of culture deposits in Meinian Site .Jiangsu
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THE IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES OF
HOLOCENE MEGATHERMAL ON THE NEOLITHIC
CULTURE IN TAIHU LAKE AREA
Shi Shachua

(Nanjing Insiituze of Geography and Limnology, Academia sinica, Nanjing 210008

Abstract

Based on the Neolithic Culture data in Taihu Lake area,including the distribution and
number of culture sites.production styles and the character of culture et al. »a research is
made on the impact of environmental changes in Holocene Megathermal (8-3 ka B.P. ) on
the development of the Neolithic Culture in this region. The results show that the warm,
wet and stable climate in Holocene Megathermal was favourable to the living of ancient
people in Nelithic Ages,as well as to a rapid increase in production,population and settle-
ments of Neolithic Culture,especially Neolithic Liangzhu Culture in this region. But there
were several abrupt climatic fluctuation stages and cooling events took place during the
Holocene Megathermal. Such adverse environment and natural calamities in these stages
hindered the development of the Neolithic Culture,and sometimes even destroyed neolithic
culture.

Key words Neolithic culture ,Holocene Megathermal ,environmental changes,
cooling event
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