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HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS ON THE ORIGIN
AND EVOLUTION OF POYANG LAKE

Su Shoude

! Munpeng Instrenee of Geagraphy and Limanlogy, Acuderna Seneew 210008 )

Abstract

According to the quantitative anelysis on historical records and deposit evidences, Poyang Lake,
formed in about 400 A, D. , can be regarded as a reletively young lake. The direct and main reasons of
its formation were due to the shift of the Yengtze River's main cause to the south. As the river obstruct-
ed the out-flow of the Ganjiang River. its lake water wes extended southwards to form Poyang Lake.
The veriation of the surface area and water level of Povang Lake mainly depends on the fluctuation of
the Yangtze River &t the Hukou section.

The evolution of Poyang Lake may undergo the following 4 stages:

1. During the Han Dynasty (206 B. C. —220 A. D.) Weter in the northern lake basin used to be
a relict part of the ancient lake (the Pengli), and no large water body existed on the ancient Ganjiang
River Plain to the south of Yingzikou. where both Xiaoyong City and Haihun City were ever built.

2. From the Six Dynasties (222—618 A. D. ) to the early stage of the Teng Dynssty (618—718)
Water body in the northern lake basin rapidly extended southwards to cover an area of ebout 6000km?
(the highest water level).

3. From the last stage of the Tang Dynasty to the Song Dynasty (§18—12B0A. [). ) In the southern
basin the lake delta developed repidly and the lake began to descend. '

4. From the Ming Dynsasty to the Qing Dynasty (1368~1911 A. D) The leke area enlarged sgain

and the Ganjieng River mouth wes submerged . £s & result meny tributaries were formed.
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