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ECOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMON FISHES
AND PROPOGATION MEASURES IN TAIHU LAKE

Yin Mingchecng (M.C. Yin) Miao Xuczu

(Shanghai Fisheries University, 2000090 )

Abstract

A gencral analysis is prescnted of long—tcrm investigation on the composition, ccological
characteristics, and statc in common fishes, and a discussion carried out on the problem of how
propogate most valuable fishes in Taihu Lake.

In Taihu Lake, 55 species were commonly collected during 196366, 76—78, 81—84 and B8-89. Th
composition of the fishes is characterized by prepondcerance in specics and quantity of small and trashy
fishes. In particular, the undesirable lake anchovy (Coilia ectenes) population is explosively developed with
a vyield accounting for 50—-60%: of thec total catch of the lake. On the other hand ,such natural populations as
black carp ( Mylopharyngodon piceus), grass carp (Clenopharyngodon idellus), silver canp
( Hypophthalmichthys, molitrix) and bighcad carp ( Aristichthys nobilis Jalmost disappcarcd, and the populs
tions of carp Cyprinus carpio), crucian carp (Carassius auratausjand bream (Parabramis Pekiensis and
Megalobrama terminalis) ctc. arc greatly decrcasced by a yicld lower than that in the 1950s.

Bascd on the analysis, it is held that the synthetical effects include ecological characteristics of fishes
and environmental factors, especially human interferece. Therefore some proposals to solve the prohlem are
put forward as follows: restricting the development of the lake anchovy, protecting some precious
predatory fishes, as well as submerged plants, lake bottom or other spawning matrix in water, enhancing ar
tificial stocking and strictly defining fishing scalc of some valuable fishes.

Key Words: fishcs, ccolecey. propogation, Tathu Lake



