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Fig.3 Changes in Zacang Caka Fault Lake Basia of Xizanz
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THE GRIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION OF SALT LAKES
IN QINGHAI-X1ZANG PLATEAU

Yang Shaoxiu

(Qinghai Instituse of salt Lakes, Academia Sinica. Xining, China)

Abstract
Qinghai-Xizang platean is-one of the most developmentai modern szit leke regioas in the
world.'fhrc sait lake are distributed mainly in the two districts wiik a high aridity—Northern Xizang
and the Qaidam Basin.This plateau possesses the following excelieat conditices for salification; 1,
the enclosed inland lake basin controlled by the subsidence of the fauit; 2, a sustained dry clinate
{rom late pleistocene to the presnt; 3, a long—term supply for various aasural water flows rich ic
galifiable ements, especially the groued thermal water flows rich in B, Li, Rb, Cs eic. These cond:-

tions are the dicisive factors for the regalar distritution of the salt lakes.



